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History of wolves in Slovenia

‐ Intense, goverment‐sponsored persecution

‐ Almost completely exterminated in 20th century

‐ First (local) protection in 1973

‐ Complete protection by hunting association in 1990

‐ Government protection in 1993



1960 ‐ 1990

since 1990
Adamič et al. 2004

History of wolves in Slovenia

1873 - 1960



Wolf culling

Average 15% of the population culled yearley



Slovenian Wolf Action plan



Livestock depredations



Prevention of damages before 2010

Agency for environment subsidized buying 100cm high electric fences



Prevention of damages before 2010



Prevention of damages before 2010

Common belief that nothing can be done 
especially against wolf attacks



Project SloWolf – IMPROVED PROTECTION (2010 – 2014)



First year the situation improved but 
damages occured again



Most common mistakes



Results (2010 – 2014)

User
Year of 

implementation
Source

Damage (avg/year) 
BEFORE 

IMPLEMENTATION (3 
years)

Damage (avg/year) 
AFTER 

IMPLEMENTATION

Livestock breeder 2011 SloWolf 84.032 4.383
Livestock breeder 2011 SloWolf 1.984 300
Livestock breeder 2011 SloWolf 1.857 0
Livestock breeder 2011 SloWolf 7.990 237
Livestock breeder 2011 SloWolf 4.596 0
Livestock breeder 2012 SloWolf 6.531 0
Livestock breeder 2012 SloWolf 1.412 0
Livestock breeder 2012 SloWolf 4.119 0
Livestock breeder 2012 SloWolf 0 0
Livestock breeder 2013 SloWolf 5.806 762

More than 100.000EUR/yearly damage compensation money 
saved due to properly implemented protection measures. 



Regular work with farmers and control



Regular work with farmers and control

YEAR USER
NUMBER OF 
DISTRIBUTED 

ELECTRIC FENCES

BEFORE 
IMPLEMENTATION 

(AVG/YEAR)

AFTER 
IMPLEMENTATION 

(AVG/YEAR)
SOURCE

2011 Livestock breeders 5 100.459 4.921 SloWolf
2012 Livestock breeders 4 12.062 0 SloWolf
2013 Livestock breeders 1 5.806 762 SloWolf

Livestock breeders 12 26.695 3.282 LIFE DINALP BEAR, ARSO
Beekeepers 11 2.734 0 LIFE DINALP BEAR
Livestock breeders 9 13.863 0 LIFE DINALP BEAR, ARSO
Beekeepers 13 6.997 0 LIFE DINALP BEAR
Livestock breeders 14 12.962 0 LIFE DINALP BEAR, ARSO
Beekeepers 16 4.411 615 LIFE DINALP BEAR, ARSO

85* 185.989 9.579

2015

2016

2017



• 2010 – 2013
Distribution of 20 dogs.

• 2015 – ongoing
5 breeders who distribute 
guarding dogs from working 
lines.

LIVESTOCK GUARDING DOGS





Wolf population in Slovenia





Bear population in Slovenia



‘‘Obstacles for further reduction of 
damages‘‘
• Spatial expansion of LC in Slovenia
• Voluntary approach

Future perspective
• Obligatory use of prevention measures to obtain damage

compensation
• Active management of the population (bear, wolf)



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

Republic of Slovenia
Ministry of the environment
and spatial planning


